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Dear Sir: 

Applicants are submitting herewith the attached 
PTO Form 1449 making U.S. Patent No. 5,982,891 of record in 
the captioned application. The listed document was cited in 
the European Patent Office search report dated November 26, 
2007 for the claims as filed in European Application No. 04 
10 3120 which corresponds to the captioned application. A 
copy of the European search report is also attached. 
Accordingly, the information contained herein was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than 3 months prior to the 
filing of this statement. 

Applicants note as to the other documents cited in 
the European search report, that U.S. Patent No. 6,073,147, 
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U.S. Patent No. 6,853,980 (which is equivalent to WO 
01/18681) and U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 
2001/042124 (which is equivalent to WO 01/73530) were 
earlier cited by the Examiner in the captioned application 
and, thus are already of record in the application. 



intended as an admission that any such document constitutes 
prior art against the claims of the present application. 
Applicants do not waive any rights to take any action that 
would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove any 
listed document as a competent reference against the claims 
of the present application. 



since this paper is being filed in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 
§1.97 (c) and (e)(1). However, the Commissioner is hereby 



The submission of the listed documents is not 



It is applicants 1 understanding that no fee is due 



authorized to charge any additional fees which may be due, 



or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-3690. 



Respectfully submitted, 



WILLIAM N. DAVIS ET AL 




Mary J. Breiner, Attorney 
Registration No. 33,161 
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P.O. Box 320160 

Alexandria, Virginia 22320-0160 
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